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Abstract

The study aimed to explore the awareness of artificial intelligence (Al) ethics among e-learning
and distance education students at the University of Science and Technology in Aden, Yemen.
Al ethics were identified by selecting common ethical principles shared by three prominent
entities: UNESCO (2021), the Saudi Data and Atrtificial Intelligence Authority (2023), and
Smart Dubai (2022). This effort concluded with the identification of five core ethical
principles: justice and fairness, transparency, privacy protection, responsibility and
accountability, and explainability. Each principle was defined both conceptually and
operationally, followed by the construction of a situational scale for each of the five ethical
principles. The scale included 15 situational items distributed across the five principles, with
each item requiring respondents to select one of three answer options. The study defined its
questions and hypotheses to assess the level of awareness regarding Al ethics in universities.
It utilized a quantitative descriptive methodology, analyzing means, standard deviations, and
differences between independent groups. The sample size was 141 students, categorized across
three demographic variables: gender, field of study, and geographic location. The study's
findings revealed low levels of awareness among students regarding Al ethics in universities
and indicated no statistically significant differences across the demographic variables. The
study recommended that universities should prioritize raising awareness of Al ethics among
students as a critical contemporary responsibility.

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence Ethics in Universities: E-Learning and Distance Education;
University of Science and Technology - Aden.
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